                                                 



                                                        
AFRICA CHAPTER MID YEAR  NEWS LETTER.   2013-06-10
Great news from the South African Judiciary !!!!!!!!
Northwestern University School of Law’s Center for International Human Rights (CIHR) will award its first annual Global Jurist of the Year Award to Dikgang Moseneke, Deputy Chief Justice of the South African Constitutional Court. 
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The awards ceremony and address by Justice Moseneke will take place at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16 in the atrium of the law school, 375 E. Chicago Avenue.
“The Center for International Human Rights is delighted to present the first annual Global Jurist of the Year Award to Justice Moseneke in light of his unwavering commitment to human rights and the rule of law throughout his long and distinguished career,” said David Scheffer, Mayer Brown/Robert A. Helman Professor of Law at Northwestern and director of the Center for International Human Rights.
Born in Pretoria, South Africa, Moseneke was arrested and convicted of participating in anti-apartheid activity at the age of 15. He was imprisoned for 10 years on Robben Island, during which time he earned two college degrees. Admitted as an attorney in 1978, Moseneke focused his practice largely on legal challenges to apartheid policies and their consequences.
In 1993, Moseneke served on the committee that drafted South Africa’s interim constitution and served as deputy chairperson of the Independent Electoral Commission, which conducted South Africa’s first democratic elections. In 2001, he was appointed as a judge of the High Court in Pretoria and appointed to the Constitutional Court in 2002. Moseneke was made deputy chief justice of that court in 2005.
The Global Jurist of the Year Award is granted annually to a judge in recognition of that judge’s contribution to the advancement of international human rights law or international criminal law. Special account is taken of those who have shown outstanding dedication to the rule of law and courage in the face of adversity, including personal risk. Jurists from all nations and tribunals are eligible for    consideration.

Quoted from North Western Bluhm Legal Clinic Centre for International Human           Rights



                    
 Data from Regions.




Although I have requested information from the regions in respect of the latest data , due to short notice, I am providing an update pertaining to the South African region.

According to the South African Minister of Home Affairs, the year under review has for the first time reflected a drop in the number of Asylum Seekers registering at the Reception Centers. Up to recently, South Africa was known to receive the highest numbers of Asylum Seekers in the World mostly arriving from neighbouring Zimbabwe.  The decrease could be attributed to the fact that the Department of Home Affairs offered Zimbabwean Nationasl an alternate option to register as Work Seekers thus removing a huge volume of Applicants from the Asylum Directorate’s statistics. With stability steadily returning to Zimbabwe , the  mass movement of Zimbabweans towards the South African border  appears to have  abated somewhat. 

Despite the above scenario, there still appears to be menacing backlogs of existing applications both at the first instance and Appeal Board Level.  Constant endeavours  to reduce the pending inventory of applications have been placed by the Department of Home Affairs. A backlog project similar to the initiative launched by the UNHCR and the IARLJ could hold the benefit of substantially reducing the backlog and at the same time training and empowering Front Line Decision Makers as was successfully implemented at the RAB Level in 2002.
In this regard ,a delegation of the local Africa Chapter Members , Ahmed Arbee, Tjerk Damstra and Mohammed Hassim met the recently appointed UNHCR Representative in South Africa, Ms Clementine Nkweta Salami who is aware of the activities of the IARLJ and has pledged her cooperation and support . We also raised the issue of the possibility of initiating a backlog project in S Africa. 

Recently, we have again witnessed xenophobic attacks against Foreign Nationals with a very gruesome killing of a Somali national. The Government of South Africa is trying to curb this  disturbing tendency with UNHCR monitoring the tense situation very carefully. 

      
  
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                            
image1.png




