

📝 IARMJ Africa Chapter Meeting Minutes
Date: 11 May 2023
Time: 16:00
Venue: Conference Centre, New Babylon, The Hague – Main Conference Room

1. Attendance
· Attendance register attached as Annexure A
2. Welcome
· President of the Africa Chapter, Justice Dunstan Mlambo, welcomed attendees.
· Introductions included: 
· Justice Isaac Lenaola – President, IARMJ
· Judge Zouheir Tanfous – Deputy President, Africa Chapter
· Ahmed Arbee – Past President
3. Apologies
· Council members unable to attend due to budget constraints: 
· Nigel Holmes
· Aubrey Ledwaba
· Ben Kioke
· Patrick Kiage
4. Message from IARMJ President – Justice Isaac Lenaola
· Expressed gratitude for attendees’ commitment.
· Highlighted the success of the Arusha conference.
· Noted Africa Chapter’s rapid growth and outreach under leadership of Justice Mlambo and Ahmed Arbee.
· Encouraged participation in IARMJ working parties, currently underrepresented by Africa Chapter.
· Announced Justice Zione Ntaba as lead on climate change initiatives.
· Urged strong African attendance at the next World Conference.
· Recognized Geoffrey Care as founder of the Africa Chapter.
5. Chapter Affairs Update (2020–2023) – Justice Dunstan Mlambo
· Distributed report covering COVID-era activities.
· Key resolutions included formation of regional subchapters aligned with AU regions: 
· North Africa – Justice Zouheir Tanfous
· Southern Africa – Justice Zione Ntaba
· East & Horn of Africa – Justice Ndika
· Central Africa – Justice Julius
· Emphasis on engaging French-speaking Africa.
6. Subchapter Development
· West Africa: 
· Justice Kashim Zannah requested a co-leader for English-speaking West Africa.
· Geoffrey Care offered contacts in Benin and Senegal for French-speaking West Africa.
· Subchapters will focus on training initiatives.
· University of Cape Town’s Centre for Excellence highlighted as a training hub. 
· Led by Vanja Karth, with Jacob van Garderen as key trainer.
· Additional trainers needed; suggestions welcome.
· Feedback requested on training topics and webinar content.
7. Upcoming Conferences & Support
· Proposal to host 2024 Regional Conference in Tunisia (or Egypt). 
· Meeting approved North Africa as host region.
· Support expressed for Justice Isaac Lenaola’s second term as IARMJ President.
· Proposal to host next World Conference in Kenya (end 2025/early 2026) received unanimous support.
· Endorsed decentralization of professional development clusters: 
· Portuguese-speaking Centre in Mozambique
· French-speaking Centre in Senegal
· Encouraged continued national-level activities.
8. Council Reconstitution – Justice Dunstan Mlambo
· Noted inactivity among some council members.
· Zione Ntaba suggested members confirm continued interest.
· President to request confirmations; regions to propose new nominees. 
· Mozambique and Tunisia to submit nominations.
9. Membership & Financial Matters
· Budget Committee: 
· Chair:  Ahmed Arbee
· Members: Sarie Brits, Vanja Karth, Nigel Holmes
· Strategy to recruit judges as members.
· Resolution from Arusha: 
· Chapter banking to remain domiciled in South Africa
· Signatories must reside in South Africa
· Ahmed Arbee to remain a signatory
· Additional Pretoria-based signatory needed
· Suggestion: Ahmed Arbee to serve as Treasurer – supported by meeting.
10. General & Closure
· Ahmed Arbee emphasized importance of the Budget Committee and networking. 
· Exploring partnerships with funding entities for annual beneficiary support.
· Current reliance on UNHCR and EUAA.
· Geoffrey Care may revive FORD Foundation support.
· Encouraged outreach to embassies and agencies.
· Open call for further suggestions.
· Meeting adjourned at 17:43



